Reading spine — English lessons (reading and writing)
At St Philomena’s all staff are determined that every pupil will learn to read regardless of their background, needs or abilities, with the aim to develop a love
of reading in every child. Every classroom uses good quality texts (such as those from the Power of Reading) to create inspiring reading and writing based
lessons. As well as the carefully chosen books below, children are exposed to a wide range of texts, including stories from different cultures, poems, rhymes,
and non-fiction. Story time takes place daily in every classroom to develop enthusiastic and reflective readers, through contact with challenging and
substantial texts.
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KS1 and KS2 classes have detailed English and Reading Medium term and short term planning to develop this long term plan,

with links to previous learning and the National Curriculum.

They also include SEND strategies, differentiation, cultural capital links, assessment strategies, long term memory development and key

vocabulary.

Please see details below of what skills EYFS will develop in preparation for starting the National Curriculum in Year 1:

English

Children in Reception learn
through adult directed
‘enhanced’ provisions as a
whole class or small group.
This includes daily phonics
lesson. Other areas are taught
through themes and topics.
Continuous provision allows
children to follow their
reading or writing interests.

Through continuous and enhanced provision Children in Reception will:

CL —learn new vocabulary and use in different contexts. Ask questions to find out more and check what has been said to them.
Articulate their ideas in well formed sentences. Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives. Describe
events in some detail. Engage in story times. Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding. Retell the story,
once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact repetition and some in their own words. Listen carefully
to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. Engage in non-fiction books. Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction
to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.

PSED - See themselves as a valuable individual. Build constructive and respectful relationships. Express their feelings and consider
the feelings of others. Think about the perspectives of others.

PD —Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools:
pencils for drawing and writing, Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the
floor. Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient.

L - Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of
known letter— sound correspondences. Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. Read a
few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words
with known letter—sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words. Re-read these books to build up their
confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment. Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.
Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s. Write short sentences with words with known
sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop. Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.

Continuous provision areas and activities that support learning
and skill development that relate to literacy are:

Indoors - Nature table, home corner, cooking, investigation
table, topic books, book corner, topic tables, phonics table,
message centre,

Outdoors — mark making cupboard, book tent,

Routines — daily story time, additional opportunities to share
stories through other subject areas, speaking and listening,
daily phonics, group and individual reading, classroom displays

*EYFS books will change depending on the needs / interests of the children as appropriate.

Our passionate experienced teachers show their love of reading and inspire children to be passionate readers due to their in-depth knowledge of the good quality texts they have chosen.

Why Power of Reading (POR) texts?

Over the years, the teaching staff at St Philomena’s have used a wide range of the good quality texts provided by POR
and class teachers have adapted their classroom curriculums by choosing the books they have found most effective for their classes.




Teachers also use their library sessions and daily story time to expose the children to a wider range of authors, illustrators and genres.

“The Power of Reading puts quality children’s literature at the heart of literacy learning. The programme develops teacher subject knowledge and supports your school to raise
engagement and attainment in language, vocabulary, reading and writing and meet all the requirements of the National Curriculum.”

How a curriculum built with Power of Reading texts
and teaching sequences benefits teachers and pupils

A range and breadth of authors, illustrators and genres, selected for teachers to ensure
progression within and across year groups, to give children a rich and diverse experience
of literature, the motivation and willingness to read, supporting the development of a
culture of reading for purpose and pleasure.

Engagement with
high-quality children’s
literature

— Power of reading website




